
Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 7 February, 2012

Between 7.00pm and 8.30pm at Memorial Hall, Otterburn
MINUTES

Present
John Hartshorne – Chair 
Val Corbett – Vice Chair

Harry Scott
Clive Emerson

Sarah Robson
Gary Satchwell

In Attendance
Martin Chilvers – Clerk
PC Colin Heath

Angie Robson (7.00 – 7.25)
Laura-Grace Robson (7.00 – 7.25) 

Cllr John Riddle (7.00 – 7.55) 
Ruth Lognonne – Courant (7.00 – 8.20)

1. Apologies for absence
There were no apologies for absence. 

2. Minutes of the last meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting, having been circulated, were accepted as a true record and signed by the 
Chair.

3. Matters arising
a) Item 4b: Otterburn Village Festival:   The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED.  The Clerk reported he 
had received a list of contact details for the Festival and would add these to the Parish Council website.  

b) item 4c: Conveyance of two gifts of land to the Parish Council: The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED.

c) item 4d: Otterburn Hall footpaths: The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED.  The Chair voiced his 
disappointment to the response received and this was shared by all Councillors. IT WAS AGREED that the 
Clerk would contact John McErlane at NCC with proposed response and seek advice on options available. 

d) item 4e: Employment of maintenance person for ‘odd’ jobs within the Parish: The Clerk’s Report was received and 
AGREED. 

e) item 4g: Plans to keep footpaths clear of snow in the village:  The Clerk reported that the Parish Council had received 
confirmation that they could collect a quantity of grit from the Council Depot for the key footpaths in 
Otterburn. IT WAS AGREED the Clerk would ask Mr Mowatt if he could collect this. Additionally IT WAS 
AGREED the Parish Council would look to purchase two grit bins from NCC for footpath use. Cllr Riddle 
confirmed that if the Parish Council purchases one bin he would fund a second bin. 

f) item 4h: Pedestrian and traffic safety through the village:  There was disappointment of the PV2 survey findings and 
the Chair reported that whilst quantity of volume of traffic was a problem it was more the speed and size of 
the traffic that posed a greater risk to pedestrians. Ms Robson reported that she had received 65 names to the 
petition for a crossing at the Memorial Hall.  Cllr Riddle highlighted that the next Area Committee West 
meeting was on 14 February where the petition could be presented. Due to the nature of the March meeting 
the matter (if presented on 14th) would then be discussed at the meeting on 10 April.

g) item 4i: Damage to public conveniences in village: The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED. Cllr Emerson 
agreed to take control of the keys and make arrangements for the facilities to be locked and opened at 
appropriate times to reduce the risk of further damage.

4. Finance
 a) Clerk’s salary and expenses for December, 2011 and January, 2012: The Clerk’s claim for salary and expenses was 
AGREED.

b) Precept for 2012-13: The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED. The Chair highlighted the additional 
financial responsibilities the Parish Council had recently acquired, including The Green at Willowgreen and the 
footpath to the Mill. These plus other matters have meant it is necessary to increase the precept to £5,500.
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c) Donation request from Great North Air Ambulance: IT WAS AGREED to make a donation of £100.

d) Donation towards Otterburn Village Festival: IT WAS AGREED to make a donation of £200.

5. Planning
a) 11/03337/FUL: Demolition of existing modern farm building, change of use of existing agricultural building to residential  
use and internal and external alterations: Old Town Farm, Otterburn, NE19 1JZ: The Clerk’s Report was received and 
AGREED.

b) 11/02229/FUL: Construction of a two storey agricultural workers dwelling: Land North of Sports Centre Entrance,  
Otterburn: Clerk’s Report received and AGREED. The chair advised that a detailed report had been produced 
due to the nature of the application.  IT WAS AGREED that the report would be shared with councillors 
before a decision was made on the application.

c) 12/00204/FUL: Construction of one detached dwelling and detached double garage with hobby room/workshop above: land  
south east of Lantern Haugh, Otterburn: The application was reviewed and discussed. IT WAS AGREED to 
support the application.

6. New Business
a) Queens Diamond Jubilee Celebrations:  Cllr Emerson advised that the Percy Arms would be holding a Jubilee 
celebration party in the garden on Sunday 3 June, with funds raised going to the church.

b) Smoutel Ford, linking Corsenside Bridleway No2 & Bridleway No6 Elsdon: It was identified that the location in 
question did not fall within the Parish boundary. Cllr Riddle highlighted that the location was ‘washed out’ and 
it would be very difficult to reconstruct a bridleway due to steep sides. Also there was very little funding 
available for a bridge that in comparison to other matters would be a low priority. IT WAS AGREED to 
respond to the original letter wishing them success with their campaign. 

c) Date of June, 2012 parish Council meeting: With the June meeting date to fall on the Bank Holiday IT WAS 
AGREED to hold the meeting in June on 7th.

d) Introduction to Planning NCC training events: The Chair advised he would look at the dates and determine which, 
if any he could attend.

e) Tynedale Visitor magazine 2012: The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED.

f) Trustees for Otterburn Sports Centre: IT WAS AGREED any volunteers should contact Sandra Austin.

g) National Express coach services: The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED. Cllr Riddle advised that an 
approached had been made to National Express for reason of stopping service and passenger numbers but as 
yet there had been no response. He further highlighted that fuel rebate and subsidies had reduced recently but 
was speculating as to whether that may be a reason. IT WAS AGREED the Clerk would put posters about the 
village inviting contact from people who used the service.

h) Litter in lay-by near Otterburn Hall entrance: The Chair reported that there has been a history of litter at this 
location. The Council had previously cleared the site and it was now being used to park a couple of wagons. It 
was noted that drainage had recently been dug and IT WAS AGREED to monitor the situation for now.

i) Getabout Scheme, Northumberland: The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED.

j) Gritting of roads around Otterburn: The Clerk reported he had spoken to NCC and been directed to the Council’s 
website on gritting that highlights the roads and prioritisation of gritting. He reported that a decision on which 
roads and timing was made at 15:00 each afternoon when ice was forecast.

k) Confidential matters: Two matters were discussed between Councillors alone.

7. Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council
8. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.00pm on 
Tuesday, 6 March, 2012 at Otterburn Memorial Hall. 
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